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41 CFR Ch. 50 (7–1–09 Edition) § 50–204.8 

§ 50–204.8 Use of compressed air. 
Compressed air shall not be used for 

cleaning purposes except where re-
duced to less than 30 p.s.i. and then 
only with effective chip guarding and 
personal protective equipment. 

§ 50–204.10 Occupational noise expo-
sure. 

(a) Protection against the effects of 
noise exposure shall be provided when 

the sound levels exceed those shown in 
Table I of this section when measured 
on the A scale of a standard sound level 
meter at slow response. When noise 
levels are determined by octave band 
analysis, the equivalent A-weighted 
sound level may be determined as fol-
lows: 

Equivalent sound level contours. Oc-
tave band sound pressure levels may be 
converted to the equivalent A-weighted 
sound level by plotting them on this 
graph and noting the A-weighted sound 
level corresponding to the point of 
highest penetration into the sound 
level contours. This equivalent A- 
weighted sound level, which may differ 
from the actual A-weighted sound level 
of the noise, is used to determine expo-
sure limits from Table I. 

(b) When employees are subject to 
sound exceeding those listed in Table I 
of this section, feasible administrative 
or engineering controls shall be uti-
lized. If such controls fail to reduce 
sound levels within the levels of the 
table, personal protective equipment 
shall be provided and used to reduce 
sound levels within the levels of the 
table. 

(c) If the variations in noise level in-
volve maxima at intervals of 1 second 
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